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EXTENDING DEADLINE FOR CON-

STRUCTION OF HYDROELECTRIC 
PROJECT NUMBERED 12737 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4411) to extend the deadline 
for commencement of construction of a 
hydroelectric project. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4411 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. EXTENSION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the time 
period specified in section 13 of the Federal 
Power Act (16 U.S.C. 806) that would other-
wise apply to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission project numbered 12737, the 
Commission may, at the request of the li-
censee for the project, and after reasonable 
notice, in accordance with the good faith, 
due diligence, and public interest require-
ments of that section and the Commission’s 
procedures under that section, extend the 
time period during which the licensee is re-
quired to commence the construction of the 
project for up to 3 consecutive 2-year periods 
from the date of the expiration of the exten-
sion originally issued by the Commission. 

(b) REINSTATEMENT OF EXPIRED LICENSE.— 
If the period required for commencement of 
construction of the project described in sub-
section (a) has expired prior to the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Commission 
may reinstate the license for the project ef-
fective as of the date of its expiration and 
the first extension authorized under sub-
section (a) shall take effect on the date of 
such expiration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. WHITFIELD) and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. KEN-
NEDY) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 
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GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous materials in the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GRIFFITH), who is the au-
thor of this legislation. 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, this 
bill, like the others before it dealing 
with dams, deals with a dam in 
Alleghany County, Virginia, the 
Gathright Dam project. It, too, was 
given a license. It, too, for various rea-
sons amongst the agencies in the com-
pany seeking to build a hydroelectric 
dam or add to the project there, has 
not met the time constraints. This bill 
would extend that for up to 6 years. I 
would ask that we adopt it. 

I would point out that this project 
would be a run-of-river project. In 
other words, it is not going to change 
the flow of the river in any way. 

With that being said, Mr. Speaker, I 
ask that this bill be passed by the en-
tire House. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation was re-
ported out unanimously by the Energy 
and Commerce Committee. I know of 
no objections to the bill. I commend 
my colleague from Virginia (Mr. GRIF-
FITH) for bringing it to the floor. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I think the House may 
be setting a record today on hydro-
power projects. 

I urge passage of the bill. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
WHITFIELD) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4411. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXTENDING DEADLINE FOR CON-
STRUCTION OF HYDROELECTRIC 
PROJECT NUMBERED 12740 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4412) to extend the deadline 
for commencement of construction of a 
hydroelectric project. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4412 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. EXTENSION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the time 
period specified in section 13 of the Federal 
Power Act (16 U.S.C. 806) that would other-
wise apply to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission project numbered 12740, the 
Commission may, at the request of the li-
censee for the project, and after reasonable 
notice, in accordance with the good faith, 
due diligence, and public interest require-
ments of that section and the Commission’s 
procedures under that section, extend the 
time period during which the licensee is re-
quired to commence the construction of the 
project for up to 3 consecutive 2-year periods 
from the date of the expiration of the exten-
sion originally issued by the Commission. 

(b) REINSTATEMENT OF EXPIRED LICENSE.— 
If the period required for commencement of 
construction of the project described in sub-
section (a) has expired prior to the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Commission 
may reinstate the license for the project ef-
fective as of the date of its expiration and 
the first extension authorized under sub-
section (a) shall take effect on the date of 
such expiration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. WHITFIELD) and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. KEN-
NEDY) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous materials in the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Before I get into a specific discussion 
of this legislation, I do want to thank 
the staff on both the Republican and 
Democratic side of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee. 

I certainly want to thank Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. RUSH, and Mr. PALLONE for 
working with us on all of these impor-
tant pieces of legislation. 

Once again, this particular bill re-
lates to a hydropower project at the 
Flannagan Dam in Virginia. I would 
like to thank the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. GRIFFITH) for his work on 
this legislation. 

I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. GRIFFITH). 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, like the 
previous bills, this is a dam project in 
which the license was issued, but for 
various reasons, the timeline has ex-
pired or is about to expire, and this 
would give it up to an additional 6 
years in which to get the project com-
pleted. 

This, like the other one I mentioned, 
is also a run-of-river hydroelectric 
project, which means it won’t change 
the flow of the river. None of the sports 
and recreational activities will be af-
fected negatively in any way. 

This is located in Dickenson County. 
It is the Flannagan project. I ask the 
House to approve this extension. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to conclude 
today by thanking committee staff 
from both sides of the aisle, again, on 
the Energy and Commerce Committee 
for all the work they put into making 
sure that the legislation today is pos-
sible. A tremendous amount of hours 
went into those efforts. 

I also want to commend Mr. WHIT-
FIELD, Mr. RUSH, Mr. PALLONE, and Mr. 
UPTON for working in such a collabo-
rative manner to get these bills to the 
floor today as well as the individual 
sponsors of the bill. Mr. GRIFFITH had 
two important pieces of legislation for 
his district. 

Mr. Speaker, this specific piece of 
legislation was reported, again, unani-
mously by the Energy and Commerce 
Committee. I know of no objections to 
the bill. I urge its passage. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I also 

urge passage of H.R. 4412. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
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WHITFIELD) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4412. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONDEMNING VIOLATIONS OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF SYRIA 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the concurrent resolution 
(H. Con. Res. 121) expressing the sense 
of the Congress condemning the gross 
violations of international law 
amounting to war crimes and crimes 
against humanity by the Government 
of Syria, its allies, and other parties to 
the conflict in Syria, and asking the 
President to direct his Ambassador at 
the United Nations to promote the es-
tablishment of a war crimes tribunal 
where these crimes could be addressed, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 121 

Whereas the Government of Syria, led by 
President Bashar al-Assad, has engaged in 
widespread torture and rape, employed star-
vation as a weapon of war, and massacred ci-
vilians, including through the use of chem-
ical weapons, cluster munitions, and barrel 
bombs; 

Whereas the vast majority of the civilians 
who have died in the Syrian conflict have 
been killed by the Government of Syria led 
by President Bashar al-Assad and its allies, 
specifically the Russian Federation, the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, and Iran’s terrorist 
proxies including Hezbollah; 

Whereas the Government of Syria report-
edly has subjected nearly 1,000,000 civilians 
to devastating sieges and manipulated the 
delivery of humanitarian aid for its own 
gain, thereby weaponizing starvation against 
populations, such as in Madaya; 

Whereas the Government of Syria con-
tinues to target schools, water, electric, and 
medical facilities as a way to deny civilians 
access to critical infrastructure and basic 
services; 

Whereas the Government of Syria has con-
ducted massive and widespread enforced dis-
appearances, systematic torture, and killing, 
amounting to what the United Nations Inde-
pendent International Commission of In-
quiry on the Syrian Arab Republic recently 
described as ‘‘extermination’’ at the hands of 
the State; 

Whereas the same Commission of Inquiry 
described these and other actions per-
petrated by the Government of Syria as war 
crimes and crimes against humanity; 

Whereas the Government of Syria and its 
allies have carried out mass atrocities with-
out regard for international norms or human 
decency; 

Whereas the Government of Syria and its 
allies have attacked various religious and 
ethnic minority populations in Syria, includ-
ing Christians, Turkmens, and Ismaelis; 

Whereas the Russian Federation has not 
only enabled the Government of Syria’s per-
petration of these crimes but has committed 
its own violations of international law by 
leading deliberate bombing campaigns on ci-

vilian targets including bakeries, hospitals, 
markets, and schools, contrary to United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 2254, 
adopted on December 18, 2015, which de-
manded ‘‘that all parties immediately cease 
any attacks against civilians and civilian ob-
jects’’; 

Whereas the attacks by the Government of 
Syria and its allies have focused on civilian 
targets and the United States-backed opposi-
tion, and have led to the expansion of the Is-
lamic State in Syria; 

Whereas other parties to the conflict in 
Syria, including the Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant and the al-Nusra Front, have 
engaged in torture, rape, summary execution 
of government soldiers, kidnapping for ran-
som, and violence against civilians; 

Whereas these continued violations of 
international law, without any promise of 
accountability, jeopardize hope for estab-
lishing a meaningful and lasting peace 
through the Geneva and Vienna processes; 

Whereas Syria is not a state-party to the 
Rome Statute and is not a member of the 
International Criminal Court; 

Whereas the United States supports the 
collection and analysis of documentation re-
lated to the ongoing violations of human 
rights, the coordination of Syrian and inter-
national actors working on documentation 
and transitional justice efforts, and edu-
cation and outreach on transitional justice 
concepts and processes, including efforts of 
the Syria Justice and Accountability Center 
sponsored by the United States and various 
other states and multilateral institutions; 

Whereas the international community has 
previously established ad hoc or regional tri-
bunals through the United Nations to bring 
justice in specific countries where war 
crimes, crimes against humanity, and geno-
cide have been committed; 

Whereas ad hoc or regional tribunals, in-
cluding the International Criminal Tribunal 
for the former Yugoslavia, the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, and the Spe-
cial Court for Sierra Leone, have success-
fully investigated and prosecuted war 
crimes, crimes against humanity, and geno-
cide, and there are many positive lessons to 
be learned from such tribunals; and 

Whereas any lasting, peaceful solution to 
the conflict in Syria must be based upon jus-
tice for all, including members of all fac-
tions, political parties, ethnicities, and reli-
gions: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress— 

(1) strongly condemns the continued use of 
unlawful and indiscriminate violence against 
civilian populations by the Government of 
Syria, its allies, and other parties to the con-
flict; 

(2) urges the United States and its partners 
to continue to demand and work toward the 
cessation of attacks on Syrian civilians by 
the Government of Syria, its allies, and 
other parties to the conflict; 

(3) urges the Administration to establish 
additional mechanisms for the protection of 
civilians and to ensure consistent and equi-
table access to humanitarian aid for vulner-
able populations; 

(4) urges the United States to continue its 
support for efforts to collect and analyze 
documentation related to ongoing violations 
of human rights in Syria, and to prioritize 
the collection of evidence that can be used to 
support future prosecutions for war crimes 
and crimes against humanity committed by 
the Government of Syria, its allies, and 
other parties to the conflict; 

(5) urges the President to direct the United 
States representative to the United Nations 
to use the voice and vote of the United 
States to immediately promote the estab-
lishment of a Syrian war crimes tribunal, a 

regional or international hybrid court to 
prosecute the perpetrators of grave crimes 
committed by the Government of Syria, its 
allies, and other parties to the conflict; and 

(6) urges other nations to apprehend and 
deliver into the custody of such a Syrian war 
crimes tribunal persons indicted for war 
crimes, crimes against humanity, or geno-
cide in Syria, and to provide information 
pertaining to such crimes to the tribunal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on this resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, the U.N. Security Coun-
cil should move immediately to estab-
lish a Syrian war crimes tribunal. H. 
Con. Res. 121, which I introduced, is a 
bipartisan piece of legislation backed 
by Chairman ROYCE as well as by ELIOT 
ENGEL and others, calling upon the ad-
ministration to pursue this policy goal, 
including using our voice and vote at 
the United Nations. 

Mr. Speaker, past ad hoc/regional 
war crimes tribunals, including courts 
for Sierra Leone, Rwanda, and the 
former Yugoslavia, have made a sig-
nificant difference, holding some of the 
worst mass murderers to account with 
successful prosecutions followed by 
long jail sentences. 

Who can forget the picture of the in-
famous former President of Liberia, 
Charles Taylor, with his head bowed, 
incredulous that the Special Court for 
Sierra Leone in 2012 meted out a 50- 
year jail term for his crimes against 
humanity and war crimes. 

According to the Syrian Center for 
Policy Research, approximately 5 years 
of wanton bloodshed in Syria has killed 
either directly or indirectly an esti-
mated 470,000 people. Other estimates 
put the death toll at a quarter of a mil-
lion. 

While the United Nations long ago 
abandoned estimating the death toll 
due to its inability to verify the verac-
ity of the numbers, the war in Syria 
has caused a massive loss of life, in-
cluding genocide against Christians, 
Yazidis, and other religious minorities, 
especially women and children. 

The International Syria Support 
Group, co-chaired by the United States 
and Russia, as we all know, brokered a 
cessation of hostilities that kicked in 
on February 27 that applies to all par-
ties except ISIS and al-Nusra. 

While we all hope and pray the cease- 
fire holds as it goes into the third week 
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